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Abstract:

The main sun god in Roman art is Sol, son of the Titan Hipparion by the nymph Theia
and his sister Luna, the moon goddess. Sol emerges from his eastern palace in the
oceanic waters to cross the sky, driving his Quadriga to illuminate the universe during
the day, and sets at night to his western palace in the oceanic waters. Then his sister
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Luna, the moon goddess, emerges from the oceanic waters, driving her Pyga chariot to
cross the sky at night after Sol sets, and with her exit, night falls on the universe. During
her long journey from the sea to the sky, she saw the young man Endymion and loved
him very much, and granted him eternal sleep so that he would not leave her and be
tormented by her desire, as the god Pan did to her. Sol is depicted on Roman sarcophagi
in three main forms: the full-length portrait, in which he appears as a young man with
a radiant head and naked body except for the chelamis, driving his quadriga drawn by
four horses and holding the horses' reins in his hand; the half-length portrait, in which
he places the radiant crown on his head and holds a whip in his hand, placing the
chelamis; and the head-only depiction, in which he appears as a young man with the
radiant crown on his head. Luna is depicted on Roman sarcophagi in three main forms;
the full-length portrait shows Luna as a young woman wearing a peplos, her scarf flying
around her head, carrying a torch, a crescent moon on her head and the horns of the
moon behind her shoulders, driving her chariot drawn by a pair of horses or bulls; the
half-length portrait shows Luna as a young woman wearing a crescent moon, her scarf
flying around her head, and holding a torch; and the head-only depiction shows Luna
as a young woman with a crescent moon on her head. By showing the two gods Sol and
Luna together on the same coffin, the artist embodied the idea of the infinite immortality
of the deceased, as he represented it with the phenomenon of the renewed life cycle of
the universe, which is day and night, as well as life and death. The depiction of Luna
and Endymion on coffins also spread because their story is linked to sleep and death.
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