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Abstract:

Female sculptors in Early Modern Europe (Renaissance, Barogue, and Rococo eras) faced
significant institutional, social, and cultural barriers that limited their opportunities and
recognition. Institutionally, women were excluded from formal art academies, denied access
to nude models essential for anatomical study, and barred from prestigious competitions like
the Prix de Rome. Socially, rigid gender roles confined women to domestic duties, while their
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artistic endeavors were often dismissed as amateur hobbies rather than professional pursuits.
Culturally, female sculptors struggled to secure patronage, as patrons favored male artists
perceived as more capable.

Psychological challenges also played a role, with women grappling with self-doubt and guilt
due to societal expectations. Those who defied norms faced ridicule or condescension, further
discouraging their participation. Despite these obstacles, some women, such as Properzia de’
Rossi and Luisa Roldan, achieved notable success through resilience and innovation. They
often relied on informal apprenticeships, family workshops, or alliances with male artists to
bypass institutional exclusion, Historically, female sculptors were marginalized or erased from
art historical narratives, with their contributions often overshadowed by male contemporaries.
This lack of recognition perpetuated the notion that women were incapable of excelling in
sculpture.

This research highlights the systemic challenges faced by female sculptors and underscores the
need to reassess their contributions to Early Modern European art. By examining their struggles
and achievements, we can better understand the broader dynamics of gender, power, and
creativity in art history, paving the way for a more inclusive and equitable narrative.

Keywords: Female sculpture, Early modern Europe, Challenges.
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